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tax-commissioners, and were judges in certain
disputed matters in relation to taxes, like our
prefectoral councils; moreover, like our pre-
fects, they had charge of the police, of public
charity, and of the militia. Their powers were
the more considerable from the fact that they
stood in constant relations with the Council of
State, and that, preserving the title of Master
of Requests, they sat during their frequent
sojourns at Paris with the other masters of
requests.

On the 8th of August, 1761, Turgot was
appointed Intendant of Limoges. Writing to
Voltaire on the 24th of the same month, he
says: " It is to Limoges that I am sent. I
should have much preferred Grenoble, whence
I could have made little pilgrimages to the
shrine of Confucius in order to learn of the
High Priest." The Generality of Limoges was
divided into five sub-districts called elections;
namely, Brive, Tulle, Limoges, Bourganeuf,
Angoule'me. The country was poor and tax-
ridden. " I think myself within bounds in
affirming," says Turgot, " that the taxes of the
Generality of Limoges amount to forty-eight
or fifty per cent of the total product, and that
the king derives about as much from the land
as the proprietors."

For thirteen years Turgot devoted himselfho opposed Gour-uthority of sov-
